
 

History Curriculum and Rationale at 
Enmore for Website 

History Definition 

History is the study of the past. History requires the skills of looking at written records such as diaries, 

letters, and newspaper articles to learn about the past. Records that come from the time being 

studied are called primary sources. History also involves studying secondary sources, such as 

newspaper articles and reference books, and the ability to interpret them in a logical and clear way.  



Background 

 

The history programme of study will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 

Teaching will equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, 

and develop perspective and judgement. The programme of study is aimed to help pupils' understand 

the process of change, their own and identity and the diversity that we see in society. It will also seek 

to help pupils understand the challenges that people faced in times gone by. 

 

Enmore follows the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum which can be found here, and the 

National Curriculum History programme of study which can be found here. 

Vision 

The school's vision and values underpin all subjects taught at Enmore. The page below illustrates how 

maths is influenced by these values and, as a result, illustrates what you would expect to see in 

classrooms. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf


Vision     

• To have high expectations 

What this looks like in history 

• Learning behaviours are excellent 

• Poor behaviour is uncommon and is challenged 

• Marking is high quality 

• Teaching spaces are kept tidy and are well- organised 

Vision 

• A broad curriculum offer 

What this looks like in history 

• Displays and work in books reflects a broad curriculum 

• Classes have topics but discrete subjects are taught 

• Cross- curricular links used when possible 

Vision 

• An inclusive curriculum 



What this looks like in history 

• All children have access to the curriculum 

• Pre, post and during interventions used as appropriate, aimed at removing barriers to 

learning 

Vision 

• A mastery approach 

What this looks like in history 

• Whole class teaching is predominant 

• Children who have mastered topics are given opportunities to support less confident 

• Low stakes testing and retrieval exercises used where appropriate 

Vision 

• Expose children to diversity 

What this looks like in history 

• Children will learn various aspects of previous and current cultures such as Incas and Britain 

in World War 2 

Vision 



• Ask Big Questions 

What this looks like in history 

• Children are free to ask questions that extend and challenge known interpretations of 

modern and ancient history 

Vision 

• Close vocabulary gap for disadvantaged children 

What this looks like in history 

• Key vocabulary is set out at the start of each unit 

• Displays reinforce key vocabulary  

Vision 

• Reinforce school, Christian and British values 

What this looks like in history 

• Values are highlighted through different units as well as showing where these were not 

implemented in different cultures such as democracy (Ancient Greece) and touching on the 

holocaust (World War 2) 



Vision 

• To develop the children as individuals and give responsibility 

What this looks like in history 

• Children are encouraged to develop and run an assembly in KS2 in which some of there 

learning can be shared (e.g. history of communication) 

Subject Intent 

Class 1 - EYFS / Reception and Year 1 

 

Class 2 - Year 1 and 2 

 



Class 3 - Year 2 and 3 

 

 

Class 4 - Year 4 and Year 5 



 

Class 5 - Year 5 and 6 

 

Subject Rationale and Progression/Key "sticky" Knowledge 

Class 1: EYFS History Rationale and 'Sticky' Knowledge: 



 

 



 

Class 2 History Rationale: 



 

Class 2: Year 1 and Year 2 'Sticky' Knowledge: 



 

 

Class 3 History Rationale: 



 

Class 3: Year 2 and Year 3 'Sticky' Knowledge: 



 

 



 

Class 4 History Rationale: 



 

Class 4: Year 4 and Year 5 'Sticky' Knowledge: 



 

 



 

Class 5 History Rationale: 



 

Class 5: Year 5 and Year 6 'Sticky' Knowledge: 



 

 



 

Progression in history across the school 

We have begun to implement and follow the Progression in History guide produced by the Historical 

Association. this will be implemented and monitored as the year progressive. 

Click here for a link to the full document. 

Below is an example for progression in KS1. 

 

https://enmoreprimaryschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/lgreen_enmoreprimaryschool_org/ES9ifsegy4BHna9pPYK_1t4Bz35-CmK4teNXR5pvhTb-jw?e=VkKozK


Subject Implementation  

 

Planning 



 

History is generally taught in discrete lessons following topics from the International Primary 

Curriculum. The objectives within the National Curriculum have been cross- referenced with the IPC 

to ensure coverage. 

 

For each IPC topic, a Key Concepts and Key Vocabulary Overview / Sheet is produced: 



 

1 - KS1 Example 

 



 

2 - KS2 Example 



Impact and Examples of Work 

 

(Please see co-coordinators file for more examples.) 

Class 1  

Bonfire Night 

The children learnt about the Gunpowder Plot and made their own firework pictures. 



 

Thanksgiving 

The children listened to Mrs MacRae talk about her childhood experiences of Thanksgiving. They 

learnt about why Thanksgiving is celebrated in America. 

Class 2  

Year 1 and 2 work showing how they have used various sources to make historical judgements on 

what life was like on board the Titanic and how safety at sea changed after the disaster.  



 



 



 

A Year 2 pupil working at 'Age Related Expectations' (ARE) using the internet to research the Great 

Fire of London.  



 

Keeping KS1 children engaged in history throughout online learning. 



 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/u9bD9aF5BZyc2xMY#content=IJn74kcKVFO5bQ 

Class 3 

Year 3 ARE pupil work comparing Romans and Celts. 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/u9bD9aF5BZyc2xMY#content=IJn74kcKVFO5bQ


 

Year 3 ARE pupil investigating what life was like in Britain before the Roman invasion.  



 



Class 4 

A Year 4 ARE pupil's work researching Mayans including the Mayan creation story. 



 



 

Class 5 

Year 6 pupil discussing and evaluating the question 'Was Alexander the Great, really great?' 

 

A Year 6 pupil's work showing disciplinary knowledge investigating and comparing the Suffragette 

and Civil Rights Movements.  



 

A Year 5 ARE pupil's work showing how art can record and portray historical events.  



 

A Year 6 ARE pupil's work investigating how Greek myths have influenced today's culture.  



 



A mix Year 5 and 6 ARE group using a range of sources, including the internet, to investigate different 

aspects of Greek life. 

 

The impact of the history curriculum can be seen in various ways across the school. Children in the 

older year groups can still recall and explain historical facts that they learned in previous years.  

Remembrance Day -November 11th  

As a school we always take time to remember those who lost their live in order to keep our freedoms.  

We usually go down to St Michael's church and lay a wreath as well as observe the silence at 

11:00am. 

During this time we discuss the British values of service relating to this event. Class 4 made some clay 

model poppies to commemorate it.  



 

 

Platinum Jubilee History Whole School Activity - May 2022 

We celebrated and commemorated the Queen's platinum jubilee on May 26th 2022. One of the 

activities was a history timeline investigation. We were in house teams and there were three 

activities.  



 

Subject Impact 

 

The vast majority of children meet age related expectations. We know this from online tracking, work 

sampling and discussions with pupils. 

 



Subject Monitoring Interview 

Interview with pupils from Class 4. 

 

What is History? 

It is a study of the past.  

A study of major events around the globe. 

 

Why is this subject important? 

Need to know it for some jobs, for example someone who works in a museum. 

To know where our culture comes from.  

Important to know why some things happen, like wars.  

  

What have you been learning about this year? 

Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. Why the Vikings invaded.  

World War 1 and Remembrance Day. 

  

What can you remember about what you learned about in the past? 

World War 2 in Class 3 and why Hitler invaded Poland. 

The Great Fire of London in Class 2. It started in a bakery on Pudding Lane.  

 

Subject Monitoring Interview 

Interview with pupils from Class 5. 



 

What is History? 

What has happened in the past. The big events that have happened. 

 

Why is this subject important? 

So that we are aware of what may happen again. Sometimes to stop things from happening again.  

It's important that we know about our own past and country.  

 

What have you been learning about this year? 

Suffragettes and parliament. The history of democracy and where it came from. The history of the 

Clifton Suspension Bridge.  

 

What can you remember about what you learned about in the past? 

We learned about the Romans in Class 3. Why they were important. We learned about the Great Fire 

of London in 1666 and the Titanic in Class 2.  
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