Punctuation Practice

1) A young boy has written this story, but he does not know about punctuation.
Can you put in the capital letters, full-stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks for him?


morris the martian was flying around the solar system one day when he saw a strange light in front of him

what is that he thought to himself morris was scared but he flew a little bit closer so that he could see it better

hello he called out there was no reply hello is anyone there he called but again there was no reply suddenly a creature appeared in front of the light

boo it shouted poor morris was so scared he nearly wet himself and he flew off home and hid under his bed

2) Put in the correct punctuation in the following sentences. 
You will need apostrophes, commas, speech marks, question marks, exclamation marks, and full stops, as well as capital letters.

1. martin went to the shops to buy a novel called the phoenix and the carpet

2. mrs smyth went to the supermarket to buy bread jam and cereal for

breakfast

3. when she got there she asked the cashier would you accept a cheque

4 the cashier said yes and the bill was paid

5. after that she went to her husbands car where she put the groceries

6. when she got home mr smyth shouted you forget the milk

7. they went to the supermarket together and bought some spelga yoghurts as well.

Punctuation Detective

You are going to use your skills to tell me exactly what punctuation you can find in these sentences. You will set your work out like this:

In this sentence I have found two commas, a semi-colon and an exclamation mark.

Mark went to the shop; then the park to meet Gary, Paul, Bob and Spot (but he wouldn't share his sweets!)

	Commas 
	Semi-colons 
	Colons 
	Dashes 
	Question Marks 

	Hyphens 
	Speech Marks 
	Apostrophes 
	Exclamation Marks 
	


You are looking for all the punctuation marks listed in the box above. Good Luck!

· "What a brilliant joke!" said Peter 

· She said nervously, "I'm just a harmless pupil. Why are you trying to confuse me with all this grammar?" 

· "The cabin's on fire! The ship's going to -" Abruptly, all fell silent. 

· My Granada keeps ferrets; my grandmother poisonous snakes. 

· At yesterday's assembly, Mrs Farrall said that she was particularly pleased with the table manners at lunchtime; that the school had won their netball match and that the behaviour in the yard had improved. 

· Mr Pitchford was pleased that all the class were up-to-date. 

· Many workers were late this morning: the fog caused delays on the road. 

Extension

You have to write a passage from a story (about anything you want.) Your work will be marked according to the number of punctuation marks you use correctly in your passage.

Commas

Write out these sentences correctly. Remember, commas can used to show lists, so take out the extra ands and put in the commas.

1. The packet contained red and blue and green and yellow felt tips. 

2. At the top of the league were Liverpool and Manchester United and Crewe Alexandra and Carlisle United. 

3. Violins and recorders and drums and guitars were all set out in the music room. 

4. Britain is made up of England and Scotland and Wales and Northern Ireland. 

5. The tube was full of purple and green and yellow and red Smarties. 

6. Tony had sandwiches and crisps and chocolate and cakes in his packed lunch box. 

Copy these sentences, putting in the missing commas. Remember, a comma helps break up longer sentences into smaller parts to make more sense.

1. A hedgehog is small with a spiny body. 

2. Bob closed his book glad that the maths lesson was over. 

3. The car a red car zoomed past them. 

4. Mum parked in the car park near the bank. 

5. The taller of the two ladies the one with green hair was the one who was shouting. 

6. I would like an ice cream a vanilla one. 

7. Have you seen Sid my little dog? 

8. After stopping for a drink the hikers moved off. 

 Challenge

Copy the beginnings of these sentences. Write in a good ending for each one, not forgetting to put in the comma.

1. To my surprise ............ 

2. Even though it was snowing ......... 

3. After my tea .............
