Welcome back to Enmore C of E Primary School and to Class 1. I am really looking forward to working with your child again this year and building on all the hard work and achievements they made last year. This year will be slightly different for your child, although many things will stay the same. As a reception child they were following the Foundation Stage Curriculum. Now, as a Year 1, they will be following the National Curriculum. Although your child will still have some access to the play activities that are available within this classroom set up, the focus of many of their activities will be slightly different to the reception children's. They will participate in more structured activities but there will also be activities that are presented in a more structured play based scenario. Learning will still be fun. One of the main advantages to your child spending a second year in Class 1 is that they will hear the phonic and mathematical teaching aimed at the reception children. Although the Year 1 focused teaching will be beyond that aimed at the younger children, this situation really helps the older children to consolidate their previous learning and can be a real confidence boost. 
Although the reception children will not be receiving reading books until after half term, the year 1 children will start the reading process straight away, picking up where they left off. They will also be given spellings to learn, although they will now be tested on Thursdays (Fridays tended to be a bit hectic last year).
All the year 1 children will be given monitor tasks to do each day/ week. This can range from stacking chairs at the end of the day, being responsible for keeping areas of the classroom tidy or handing out hymn books. This encourages the children to think for themselves and many children enjoy the sense of responsibility and importance that these tasks give them. It emphasises that they are the older children and they are role models for the younger children.
Finally, during this first half term the reception children will not be attending school on Fridays. This will be a time where the year 1 children will have the classroom to themselves. We will do lots of focused work, really concentrating on their individual needs and doing lots of one to one activities with an adult. 
If you have any concerns or wish to discuss anything with me then please feel free to arrange a time to see me after school.  










                                  
                               Year 1
                              Autumn 1st half term curriculum letter

Topic- Tales and Teddies

Personal Development;  Your child will participate in a range of activities that will encourage friendships and help them to learn the names of their peers and new staff. They will participate in a range of activities that will help their ability to concentrate and listen eg playing listening  and sharing games. The children will consolidate their understanding of the school and class rules (known as the Golden Rules) and they will discuss the actions that make a good friend. Each day, throughout this half term, I will give one child a special certificate as a reward for some positive action they have done that day. It may be a reward for an academic or social/ emotional achievement. They will be praised for following the Golden Rules and they will learn how these rules help to keep the children in the school safe and happy. Your child will also walk down to the church where they will be greeted by members of Enmore PCC. They will have a drink and a biscuit and a look around the building. Towards the later part of the half term your child will learn about the Harvest Festival. Your child will also be encouraged to bring in their favourite soft toy. This will be an opportunity for them to share something from home that is special to them. We will have a teddy bear's picnic which will involve the children making sandwiches and decorating cup cakes and then, of course, eating them.

Literacy; Your child will consolidate their knowledge of the sounds that letters make, focusing on some of the sounds that they found a bit tricky last year. They will practise these letter sounds regularly, as well as hearing the sounds at the beginning, middle and end of words. Your child will continue to learn how to form these letters correctly and the will practise writing these letters on lined paper. Your child will listen to lots of stories and they will learn about the features of a book's cover, they will discuss the story plot and characters. Your child will also have the opportunity to visit the Brewhouse Theatre to watch The Gruffalo. More details about this will follow soon.

Numeracy; Your child will participate in a range of fun activities that will secure their recognition and understanding of the value of numbers up to 20. They will learn to recognise these numbers out of sequence and then how to put them into sequence. They will match quantities to numerals and learn how to use the vocabulary more and less. They will be taught how to count objects carefully and accurately eg lining objects up and pointing with their finger, or moving objects, one at a time, from one pile to another, counting as the object is moved. Your child will revise the names of a range of 2D shapes and they will use these shapes to make pictures.

Knowledge and understanding of the world; Your child will be given the opportunity to help the younger children find their way around the school. They will share their feelings about the different places they have visited and discuss which places are their favourite and why. They will learn about the changes that are happening around them in their environment due to the changing seasons. They will join in with an autumn walk, collecting objects such as leaves for them to study in class. They will learn about the autumn harvest and the role of the farmer will be discussed. Your child will also learn about materials. They will be encouraged to observe the different materials that are used for different purposes due to their properties. They will learn to identify fabric, metal, plastic, wood and glass.

PE; This half term reception children will be learning how to independently dress/ undress for PE. Initially this can be a particularly chaotic time. We do our best to ensure that your child goes home wearing the correct clothes, but please would you check on a regular basis that your child has got the correct clothing so that we can try and return it to the correct owner and find your child's clothing as soon as possible. Please would you also ensure that all your child's clothing is clearly labelled. This makes any clothing problems much easier to sort out. Your child will learn and play a range of games that will help them to improve their spatial awareness and will require them to listen carefully and follow instructions. They will also learn a range of gymnastic skills. 

Creative development; The home corner area will be a house. Your child will be encouraged to engage in imaginative play, cooperating and sharing with their peers. They will paint pictures and use some of the colouring equipment. The focus of their work will be to develop and improve their fine motor control.  

Yours faithfully,




Mrs Davies
Class Teacher
