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Topic- Celebrations

Personal Development;  Your child will discuss and learn about celebrations that are familiar to them such as baptism, birthdays and Christmas. They will learn about the purpose and meaning of each celebration and they will be encouraged to make links to stories from the bible, such as the story of John the Baptist and the nativity. The children will be taught about the role of candles and light in all of these celebrations. 

Literacy; Your child will continue to learn a number of letter sounds. This will now include digraphs (two letters that make just one sound). They will practise these letter sounds regularly, trying to hear the sounds at the beginning, middle and end of simple words.  Your child will practise forming these letters correctly and using them to spell words. They will also be introduced to some of the words that can not be sounded out eg the and have. The children will learn to recognise these words by sight and they will be referred to as 'tricky words'. The children will listen to a selection of stories linked to this half term's topic and they will learn about the features of narrative and instructional texts. All the children will be given reading books to take home.

Numeracy; Your child will participate in activities that will consolidate their understanding of numbers to 10. They will learn about the methods used to count a quantity accurately and they will learn to recognise differences in quantities using the vocabulary 'more' and 'less'. They will be introduced to analogue clocks and they will participate in discussions and activities that will develop their understanding of the passing of time.

Knowledge and understanding of the world; Your child will learn about light sources and darkness. They will learn about the Sun as a light source and that it allows life, but can also be dangerous. They will explore shadows and the qualities of different materials in relation to light e.g. shiny and reflective materials. Your child will discuss the features of Bonfire Night and learn about the Gunpowder Plot. They will also have the opportunity to do some more cooking, with a focus on how materials change once heated. This half term the children will also have a number of opportunities to use the computer suite and then apply their learning when using the class computers.

PE; This half term your child will learn early gymnastic moves  in the hall and they will be encouraged to develop their ball skills.

Creative development; Your child will be given the chance to use a range of mark making materials such as chalks and charcoal, paint, glue and glitter, rollers and stamps. Many of their art activities will be linked to Christmas. Your child will be doing lots of singing in preparation for the Christmas nativity play.

Show and Tell; Your child will now have the opportunity to bring in an item from home to show to the rest of the class. Your child needs to choose something that they are able to talk about, so it would be very helpful if you could have a 'rehearsal' at home. Items such as a new or special toy, pictures of a special event, an item purchased that has special meaning or interest for them, an interesting page in a book that they would like to show, or something that they have made at home are a few suggestions.  Due to the number of children and the time it takes to have a worthwhile session, I have allowed the children to bring something in every other Friday. I have placed the children into groups and the children from each group will be able to show. This Friday (20th Nov) will be the Squirrel and Robin groups. The Following Friday the children in Badgers and Foxes will be allowed to bring something in. I will remind the children when it is their turn.

